Introduction to the Ukulele Builders Interview Column
By Joe Mendel

| have been asked to write interview with ukulele builders by the editor of
http://ukesessions.comJoe Carr. My first assignment is to intradumyself, so here
goes.

| have been building and repairing fretted instruments since the mid eighties, my first
instruments were mountain dulcimers from kits, soon gessed to mandolins &
guitars, and thehbegan repairing my own instruments, timepairinginstrumentgor
friends | have been interviewing mandolin builders since the October 2003 issue of
http://archive.mandolinsessions.com/index.html

In 199495 | attended guitar repgrogram at South Plains College in Levelland, Texas.
Sadly, they no longdravethat course of study. When | returned home | started my own
repair business and repaired for several St. Louis area music storégayrdii 2009,

when | made the jump taibdding full time. | had been building all along, just not as

much as | wanted, and although | am building full time, | still do a fair amount of repair.

| have been fascinated by guitars and the like since seeing the Beatles on the Ed Sullivan
Show, andyuitars (electric and acoustic), banjos, mandolins, lap steels, resonator guitars,
autoharps, and yes, ukulekesd all kinds of music have been a big part of my life.

Until the last few months | had never build a uke, | have now completed four, two
conerts & two tenors ashhave another batch going. | am looking forward to learning
from the ukulelebuilders | interview, as have from all of the mandolin builders | have
interviewed. Hopefully, everyone else will learn something from them also.


http://ukesessions.com/
http://archive.mandolinsessions.com/index.html

Here arepictures from the ukes | built for Joe
Carr.

Sitka tops with granadillo &nahoganypacks. The templates in the background were
made from polycarbonate from the plans soldhtty://www.hanalima.com/



http://www.hanalima.com/

Grandllo & mahogany sides, unprofiled.



Bent blocked & kerfed sides, in home made forms.



Tops with rosette installed. Yes, there is one extra top.



Back braces glued using a-gar deck



Top braces being glued.



Bodies routed for binding. | esl Stew Mac's binding router set up to cut the binding
ledges.



Bound bodies.






Seal coated with shellac 8ope filler applied. | used Target coating water based pore
filler, | was very pleased with it.

Granadillo fingerboards & templates. Headkttemplate.



Getting sarted onthe necksCarbon Fiber for the necks in the upper right.



| used a mill/drill machine to cut a 1/8" slot for the carbon fiber neagnfercement



Installed CF bar.



